I 

' \ ■ 



1 



1 



: SsjSTrjly Infcrm^illnn /sif . 

J^mOTaTldUTn • UiVITED states government 



Chief, staff C, PI 
Attn: 

aom I Chief, Contact Division 



DATBi 24 April 1953 



suTUCCTt Intorviev/ viith Alfred BERZINS - Information Received by 
Latvian Consultative Panel (Latvian Freedom Comittee of 
NCPE) : ‘ 

Reference: Our memorandum dated 30 January 1953; subject: Alleged 

Partisan Activity in the Baltic States 5 - . 



1. In response to Interest expressed orally by 
\ voyr office , this division undertook to 

QCuenaine whether the inx'ormatlon contained In rex'erenced 
memorandum had any basis in i*act , Attached hereto is the 
report 01 ' an Interviev/ v/hlch a repx»esentative of this 
division had with Hr, Alfred Bersins, former Kinister.: 
of Information in Latvia. You will note tliat Hr, Berzins’ 
information contradicts the ini'ormation furnished by the 
source of referenced memorandum. 



2. it is requested that the fact that Mr. Berzins 
is a contact of this division not be divulged outside 
of this Agency. 



3 . A copy of this memorand'um is being transmitted 
to Cover Division, FI» and Intelligence Audit Branch, PI, 



4. Any inquiry concerning: this memorandum should 
be directed to ^ HU extension 2775 / 



Attachment 
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”Cftnter of Frc?c Partlflano” In Europe 

AtfreduS^vrlna vaa formerly fUxxloter of Information 
In Lntvla* Subaeaucnt^yi ho spent some a Gorman concentra- 

tion camiJ vtth Yoroolav^otcKOi head of tho^ti-ISolchovint Bloc 
of nations _(mi) and beco^ a leading’ member of A3U* For the past 
^gSo years ^ B eraiy has not been active with ABIT; instead^ has 
vorhed for the Ifitvian Coneultative Panel— recently nomed/Yatvian 
Freedom Connittee— of the National Cossoittee for a Free Surope (ITCFS) • 



1 . 



2. , Berzins does not believe that a "Center of Free Partisans" 

or any other organization or group exists In Western Europe vhich . * 

systematically gathers firsthand Information on condlt:^ons in '^e 
Baltic states and Poland. Ke flatly asserts that the Latvian Freedom 
Committee does not receive material of this sort from such a center 

or from any other source. 

3. In 1^6-h7, a Latvian contact group vas active la Sweden 

vhich managed to obtain data on conditions in Latvia through con- 
trolled sources. The last person working with this group arrived 
in Sweden from Latvia in 1948. Since then, nationals In 

Sweden devoting themselves to gathering information on condLbioas 

in their hone countries— both those organized privately and others 
in contact with Swedish IntelliGonce— have been limited to radio 
monitoring. Interviews of escapeejs (e-g. some recently escaped fisher- 
men), study of Soviet newspapers and magazines. Although Sweden is 
an excellent location for such efforts, it no longer affords a base 
for active Intelligence operations directed against the Baltic states. 

r. ./ 4.. . Until approximately December 1952> a small newspaper, 

vas published near btonlch with modest contributions (l&S 3,000 
to 3j50p monthly} from Badio Free Europe. This paper collected sonte 
information on Latvia by Interviewing escaped Germans. It has been 
defOnct since Radio Free Europe withdrew its financial support. 

5. ABN in Munich might be described as a "Center of Free 
Partisans" by a person not verj” familiar with the emigre nicture. 

It does, in fact, claim to maintain contact with Galicia Ithe forcer 
Polish Ukraine), but has never pretended to have access to information 
on the Baltic states and Poland. 

6; . Former meabers of ^^Jnmdercross" (translated^ f^^ 
an extreme rightist latvian^grbup, have built up an organization which 
cdils itself "iM", but which is in no xiay connected with Stetskb“s 
outfit.' This rival Latvian "ABII" is headed by J\jaiusTSSe/ who was, 
g con tact man f bj rJth e Nazi ‘3D (Security S ervic e), in Ri ga and yho 'ww . 
^UvealSrCa^ ^oe<i^ Actually Taccordlnig i'fo B^zina^* J/-; 
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Brae <8 croup oecastoually roodlves a letter from lat- . i-. via BtirUn 
but news from behind the Iron Curtain allege^' C«thcrnd by it are* 
fabricated. The purpose of this activity is primarily to obtain 
•funds from US sources, and soma members of the Brae Group are known 
to have been In touch with tto Counter-Intelllsence Coips, U.S. Army. 

• 7«.- VOne of the beat informed Latvians in Oemany no« is 
UteJorWllle'HiGBners , who: rtoidea at Augustdorf. near Detmold (British 
ionoj .. -no »s a Aeader of ( Latvian Combata nts Organ- 

Izatton ). in, which many security guareixuaed^y the u.a. 

:Uccu]^tlon. Forces in Germany are orgeuJtzed. Plans are currently 
underway, to: brl^ Major nasners to t^ U.S. under ^e auspices of 
MCFE ohd to. return him to Eur<^ after a period of brltf Ing on the 
policies of Major Haoners would be one of those torsona most 

iixoly to be in' contact with a free partlssm center la Western Ewrone 
« such a center actually existed. Berzins feels certain, however * 
that. Major Easners would corroborate his own statements on that' ’ 




